
Thank you very much for purchasing one of my patterns!! 

I really hope you will enjoy making this project. I did my best 
to describe the instructions and include as many photos as 
possible. If you still find any part of the pattern unclear or 
would like an advise, please contact me on 
info@oliven.co.uk 

I’d really love to see your version of the One inch Square 
cushion, so if you’d like to share it and inspire others, please 
post your photo on our Facebook page or email it to me: 
www.facebook.com/olivenpatchwork 

If you’d like to see my new projects and find out about new 
patterns and free tutorials you can follow my blog: 
www.journeywitholiven.com 

Please use this pattern to make the item for yourself, your loved ones or 
for sale on craft sales, Etsy etc. Please do not copy, publish, sell, 

redistribute or alter the pattern in any way.  
If you would like to recommend these instructions or share your 

creations, please mention my name and link to my website 
www.oliven.co.uk.  

Thank you for your understanding.  
These photos and instructions are copyright.
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CORK BAG  
by Vendulka Battais 



REQUIREMENTS: 
Cork fabric 20” x 25”(50cm x 64cm)  
Secondary fabric 12” x 44”(30cm x 110cm) 
Lining fabric 20” x 44” (50cm x 110 cm)   
Foam lining 25” x 14” (65cm x 36cm) 
Wadding 12” x 13” (30cm x 33cm) 
Bondaweb 25cm x standard width 
Iron on interfacing - medium weight - 26” x 3” 
1 x Magnetic clasp  
4 x Bag feet  
Plastic for base of the bag 
(pack of sewing clips as you don’t want to  
make holes in the cork with a pins)

Cork BAG by Vendulka Battais 

CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS 
Cork fabric 
1. 25” x 14” rectangle for the body 
2. 25” x 1” - four times - for the handles  
Secondary fabric (Beige)  
3. 10½” x 6” - twice for the sides 
4. 26” x 3¾” - twice for the handles  
Wadding  
5. 10½” x 6” - twice for the sides   
Lining 
6. 25” x 14” rectangle for the body 
7. 14” x 6” rectangle for the base cover 
8. 10” x 8” rectangle for the pocket 
9. 10½” x 6” - twice for the sides 
Foam Lining 
10. 25” x 13¼” rectangle for the body  
Iron on interfacing (medium) 
11. 1¼” x 26” twice for the handles  
Bondaweb  
12. 1” x 26” - four times for the handles  
Bias strips - from the lining or pre-made 
13. 1¼” x 10”  - twice cut on bias  
Plastic for the base 
14. 4½” x 12 

As you can see, all the 
pieces you will need to 
cut out are numbered 
1-14. If you label your 
pieces with their 
corresponding number as 
you cut them out, it will 
help you find the right 
pieces faster when you 
start sewing. 



INSTRUCTIONS:  
1. Take pieces 3, 5 and 9 (10½” x 6” rectangle from the secondary fabric, wadding and 

lining). Place the rectangle of the secondary fabric onto the worktop right side up, 
place the lining on top of it right side down, place the wadding on top of this 
sandwich (FIG 1). Pin along one of the shorter edges and stitch a ¼” seam. Trim the 
wadding away in the seam allowance. Flip the secondary fabric over creating a 
sandwich which will have the wadding in the middle and both fabrics facing right side 
out.  

2. Choose a suitable top and bottom thread for your machine, according to your 
secondary fabric and lining, as both threads will be showing on the finished bag . Top 
stitch the edge along the previously sewn seam from step 1. Secure the rest of the 
sandwich together with a couple of pins and quilt in wavy lines starting along the 
seamed edge each time (FIG 2). 

3. Once quilted, but WITHOUT cutting off the seamed edge, trim the sandwich to 10” x 4 
¾”. Using the attached template round up the two corners which have both edges 
raw (again, don’t touch the neatened edge with the topstitched seam)  

4. Fold the edge with the neatened seam in half with the secondary fabric right sides 
together and the lining on the outside. Hold it together with a pin. Stitch a little dart 
starting about scant ¼ away from the fold and ending right next to the fold approx 1” 
down (red mark on FIG 3). This will reinforce a little crease, keeping the sides of the 
bag from opening out. 

FIG 4
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FIG 2



5. Prepare pieces 2, 4, 11 and 12 for the handles (four 25” x 1”  strips of cork, two 26” x 
3¾” strips of the secondary fabric, bondaweb and interfacing strips) Place the 
secondary fabric strips onto the ironing board and iron the interfacing onto the wrong 
side of the fabric, in the middle of each strip (FIG 5). Fold and press 1¼” in on both 
short edges. Fold and press ¼” in on one long edge. Fold and press both long edges 
snuggly along the edge of the interfacing, keeping the folded edge uppermost. 
Topstitch along the folded edge to keep it in place (FIG 5). 

6. Take the cork strips and the bondaweb strips and iron the bondaweb onto the wrong 
side of the cork strips. Peel the paper off and position the first strip of the cork on top of 
the handle prepared in step 5. Make sure it’s centred and place a cloth over the cork 
fabric to protect it, before ironing it into place (FIG 6). Flip the handle over and repeat 
with the other side. Repeat for the other handles as well.  

7. Using  the same thread on the top and bottom of your machine, topstitch along the 
edge of the cork to secure it on the handle. Don’t stitch too close the edge of the cork 
as you want to make sure it’s going to catch the cork on both sides.  

8. Use piece number 8 to make a pocket, (10” x 8”of lining). Fold one longer edge ¼” 
twice and topstitch. Fold three remaining edges  ¼” once and press to keep in place .

FIG 5 FIG 6

9.Prepare pieces 1, 6 and 10 ( 25” x 14” rectangles from the cork and lining fabrics and 
25” x 13¼” rectangle of the foam lining) Take the cork fabric for the body and find the 
centre of each shorter edge by folding it in half. Take the template for the cutout and 
centre it along the short edge. Mark the curve and cut it out. Repeat the same process 
with the lining to cut out the curve.  

10.Take the lining piece and place it right side up on the worktop. Centre the pocket 
from step 8 with the topstitched edge uppermost, about an 1½” away from the curve. 
Pin it in place, keeping the right side uppermost and all the ¼” edges tucked 
underneath. Topstitch in place around the 3 edges which haven’t yet been 
topstitched. 



11.Place the cork fabric for the body on the worktop, 
right side up, place the lining on top, right side down, 
place the foam on top of this sandwich centring it  
and keeping the same distance from each longer 
edge - as it’s ¾” narrower, you should have about ⅜” 
on either side. Align the curved edges, hold all the 
layers together with clips rather than pins (the holes 
in the cork from pins don’t disappear as easily as 
they do from fabric). Stitch all layers together on 
both shorter edges and along the curve, keeping 
the longer sides unstitched.  

12.Trim the foam in the seam allowance as close as 
you can to the stitching without cutting the thread 
(FIG 7). Snip the seam allowance in the curve to be 
able to turn it inside out.  

13.Turn inside out, you should now have foam in the 
middle with the rights sides of the cork and lining on 
the outside. Press from the lining side to get a nice 
neat edge and topstitch along the short bits and the 
curved edge.  

14. Fold the curved edge in half to find a centre and 
mark it with a pin in the lining. Do for both curved 
edges. Take the magnetic clasp and place it 
centrally in the space between the lower edge of 
the curve and the edge of the pocket. Mark where 
to make the holes in the fabric for the “legs” of the 
clasp to go through (FIG 8). Using very sharp pointed 
scissors make a small hole through both the lining 
and the foam. Poke the legs through both layers, 
place the washer next to the foam on the other side 
and open the legs to keep the clasp in place (FIG 9).  

15.Follow the same process with the second clasp 
counterpart, this time below the opposite curved 
edge. (It is best to test the positioning of the second 
magnetic clasp before you cut the holes needed). 

16.Prepare 4 feet for your bag. With the cork side 
uppermost and using a ruler, measure 10 ½ from the 
straight part of the curved edge and 4” from the side 
of the body. (FIG 10 ) Mark a little dot there. Repeat 
the process with the remaining three corners. You will 
end up with 4 dots forming a nice rectangle around 
the centre of the body of the bag. Using sharp 
pointed scissors, make a small hole in the place of 
the first dot. Make the hole through the cork and the 
foam. Poke both “legs” of the bag feet through both 
layers (FIG 11), place the washer on the other side, 
touching the foam and open the legs to secure the 
feet in place (FIG 12). Repeat with the other three 
feet as well. 

FIG 9
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FIG 7



17.Prepare the handles you made earlier. Starting in the top right corner of the bag 
body, measure 2” from the top straight edge and 2¾” from the right raw edge (FIG 13). 
Mark the corner of the ruler with an iron-away marker or masking tape. Place one end 
of the handle into this corner, hold it down with a clips (FIG 14) and topstitch in place. 
Stitch a square with diagonal lines to secure the handle in place (FIG 15).  

18. Take the other end of the handle and attach it the same way to the top left edge of 
the bag, making sure you’re not twisting the handle.  

19.Repeat with the other handle on the other side of the bag.

FIG 11
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FIG 14FIG 13

20.Prepare piece 7 (14” x 6” rectangle for the base cover) Fold each long edge ¼” in 
twice and topstitch. Fold it in half to find the centre of each short edge and mark it with 
a pin. Take the body of the bag, fold it in half to find a centre of the long edge and 
mark it with a pin on the side with the lining. Place the base cover across the middle of 
the bag body right side uppermost, matching the pins on the sides.  Hold the base 
cover in place with a pin or a clip and stitch together the long sides which were open 
until now, stitch about a scant ¼, you just want the lining and cork hold together and 
this will also keep the base cover in place.

Mark here



21.Fold the long edge of the body of the bag in half and 
mark the centre with a clip. Fold the quilted side panel 
of the bag in half and find the centre of the short edge 
between the curved corners and mark it with a pin. You 
will now attach the side panel of the bag to the long 
edge of the body - right side of the cork is touching the 
outside side of the side panel. Start by matching the pin 
and clip at the centres of each part. Then match the 
edges on the top edge of the bag. Only then you can 
ease the rest in. Hold it together with a clips, so that you 
don’t need to pierce the cork with pins (FIG 16). You will 
stitch keeping the side panel at the bottom as you’re 
sewing, so that you can keep an eye on the body of the 
bag which is uppermost and see if it’s not puckering or 
moving away from the edge. Start stitching where the 
neatened edges are meeting and make sure they stay 
levelled. Continue all the way round and finish with the 
other two neatened edges, again making sure they are 
perfectly levelled as this will be the top rim of the bag 
and you want it to be nice and straight. Repeat with the 
other side.  

22.  Measure 7½” from the top edge of the bag on either 
side of the side panel and mark with pins (FIG 17 ). 
Attach the bias binding from one pin going around the 
bottom curves all the way to the next pin. Hand stitch it 
in place (FIG 18).  

23. Insert the the plastic for the base under the base cover 
(FIG 19) and hand stitch the sides of the base cover to 
keep it in place.  

24.Trim the seam allowance down to ¼”on the sides from 
the top rim all the way to the beginning of the binding . 

25.Turn the bag right side out. Measure again 7½” from the 
top rim of the bag on either side of the side and mark 
with a clip. Top stitch the edge from the top rim to the 
place marked with a clip ¼” from the edge.This will 
create a french seam and neaten up the seam 
allowance from the inside. 
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REQUIREMENTS: 
Cork fabric 20” x 25” (50cm x 64cm) wide 
Secondary fabric 12” x 44” (30cm x 110cm) 
Lining fabric 20” x 44” (50cm x 110cm)  
Foam lining 25” x 14” (65cm x 36cm) 
Wadding 12” x 13” (30cm x 33cm) 
Bondaweb 25cm x standard width 
Iron on interfacing - medium weight - 26” x 3” 
1 x Magnetic clasp  
4 x Bag feet  
Plastic for base of the bag 
(pack of sewing clips as you don’t want to  
make holes in the cork with a pins)
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